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the queen. Let them ask of the queen " that
which by God's word ye may justly require, and
if she will not agree with you in God, you are not
bound to agree with her in the Devil." That was
offensive enough to Mary, but worse was to come.
There was talk of Mary's marriage with Don
Carlos of Spain, and Spain was the cradle of the
most fanatical Catholics. Such a marriage would
spell ruin for Scotland, Knox cried. " Note the
day, and hear witness after," he warned them,
" whensoever the nobility of Scotland, professing
the Lord Jesus, consent that an infidel (and all
Papists are infidels) shall be head to your sover-
eign, you do as far as in you lies to banish Christ
Jesus from this realm ; you bring God's vengeance
upon the country, a plague upon yourselves, and
perchance you shall do small comfort to your
sovereign.33
The report of that sermon was carried to Mary,
and she summoned him to answer for his criticism.
Several friends accompanied him to Holyrood,
but only Erskine of Dun was allowed to go with
Knox into the audience chamber. As soon as
she saw the minister, the queen burst out. She
had borne with him and sought his friendship,
she said, but now " I avow to God I shall be
revenged." After that outburst, she bfbke into
tears, but Knox was neither intimidated by the
threat nor affected by the sobbing. He "did
patiently abide/5 and then gave an answer that